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boen pad wilth it serupoioos hdelity by
which his whale conduct bas béen charac-
terized, and the hope i& indulged, that the
adjostmant of the vexed question of our
claims will be fallowed by & wore extendod
und muteally boneficial mtercourse between
the two countries,
The internal contest still continues in
Spain. Distinguished as the struggle bas
unhappily been, by incidents of the most
sunguinary character, the obligntion of the
treaty of indemmification with us, bave
been, nevertholess, faithfully executed by
the Spanish Government.
No provision having been made at the last
session of Congress for the ascertuinment
of the claims to be
ment of funds, under the convertion made
with Spain, Iinvite'yoeur
the subject, The publie evidences of the
debt have, according to the torms of the
convention, and in the forms | escribed by
it, bee placed in the possession of the Uni-
ted Siutes, nnd the interest as it fell due,
has been regularly paid upon them. Our
commercinl intercourse with Cuba stands as
reguluted by the wct of Congress. No re-
cent information has been received as tothe
disposition of the Government of Madrid on
this subject, and the lamented, death of our
recently appointed Minister on lis way lo
Spain, with the pressure of their affairs at
home, render it searcely probable that any
change is to be lovked for during the coming
venr. Further portions of the Florida or-
chives have been sent to the United States,
although the death of one of the Commis-
gioners, al a eritical moment, embarrnssed
the progress of the delivery of them. The
higher officers of the local Gevernment
bave receatly shown an anxious desire, in
compliance with the orders from the parent
Government, to facilitate the selection and
delivery of all we have a right to cloin.
Negotiations have been opened at Madrid
for the establishment of a lasting peace be-
tween Spain and such of the Spanish Amer-
ican Governments of this hemisphere, as
have availed themselves of the intimation
gwen to all of them of the dispositipn of
Spain to treat upon the basis of theirentire
independence. It is to be regretted that
simultaneous appoiniments of all of our
winisters o negotiate with Spain, had not
been made: the negotintion itsell would
have been nmplified, and this long standing
dispute, spreading over n lurge portion of the
world, would have been brought to a mora
sffeedy conclygion. |
Our pelitical and cor
with Auvetrin,Prissin, Swe
gtand on the usual fuvouraple basis,
the articles of our treaty
Intion to the tradi on the
America having expired, “instructions have
been given to our Miniger at 8.
burg to negotiate a rencwal of it.
Land unbroken amity between the t
crnments gives every reason for su
the article will be renewed, if’ stronger mo-
tives do not exist'to prevent it than, with our
view of the ohject, can be.anticipaled here.
1 usk your attention to the mossage of my
predecessor at the opening of the second
session of the nineteenth Congress, rolative
our commercin] interconrse with Holland,
d to the documents conneeted with that
subject communicated to the House of Rep-
resontatives on the 10th of Jununry, 1825,
and 18th Junuacy, 1827,  Coinciding in the
opinion o' my predecessor, that Holland is
not, voder the regulations of her present
system, entitled to have hor vessels and
their cargoes received into the United States
on the footing of American vessols, as re-
gurds duties of tonnage and impost, n respect
for.his reference of it to the Legislaturo has
alone provented me (rom arguing on the
subject. [ shonld still have waited, without
commen!, for the action of Congress, but
recently & claim has been mude by the Bol-
ginn subjects to admizsion in our ports for
their ships and cargoes,on the same footing
as American, with the allegation we could
not dispute, that our vessels received in their
port the identical treatment shown to them
 the ports of Holland, upon whose vessels
no discrimination is made in the ports of the
United States.  Giving the same priviloges,
the Belginas expected the same benefits—
benefits that were in fact enjoved when Bel
gium and Holland were united under one
government. Satisfisd with the justice of
their pretension to be placed on the sume
footing with Holland, | could not, neverthe-
lede, without disregurd to the principle of
our laws, ndmit their claim to be treated as
Americans; and at the same time 8 respeet
for Congress, towhom (he subject had lung
since been referred, has prevented me from
producing a just legality, by taking lrom the
vivileges grunted by
acts of Congrese, although the eondition
upon which the grant was made has, in m
judgment, fuiled since 1822, recommend,
therefore, o review of the actof 1824, aud
such modification of it as will produce an
equality on such terms as Congress shall
think best comports with our sotiled policy,
and the obligations of justice to two friendly

With the Sublime Porte, and all govern-
ments on the coast of Barbary, our relations
continue to be friendly, The proper steps
have been taken to renew our treaty with
Morocco,

i-| The Argentine Republic hasagain prom-
i the gmnl year, np&lin-

A convention with Mexico for exten
the time for the appointment of
ors to run the boundary line bus been con-
oluded, and will besubmitted to the Senate.
Recent events in this country hns awakened
the liveliest solicitude in
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

Fellow Citizens of the Senate,
and }Im-i'f Representatives,

In the discharge of my official duty, the
agnin devolves upon me of communi-
ing with a new Congress, The reflec-

tion that the representation of the Union
_ s been recently renewed, and hat the

gutional term of its service will expire

owmn, hieightens the solicitude with
. Il atterapt to lay before it the
siate of eur nationul concerns, “and the de-

vout hope which I cherish, that its labors 1o

improve thom may be crowned with success,

You are assorbled at a poriod of profowud
interest to the American patriot.  The un-
exampled growth and prosperity of our
country, having given us a rank in the scale
of nations which removes all apprehension
of danger to our integrity and indopendence
from externnl foes, the career of freedom is
before us, with an earnest from the past, that,
if’ true to ourselves, there can be no formi-
dable obstucle in the future, to its penceful
and uninterrapted pursuit.
tion to the disappearance of these apprehen-

® gions whieli attended our wenkness,as once
wer of sotne states of
"wo now be solicitous
. ch betong to the eonvictian,
thAtit is to our own conduct we must look
dor the preservation of those chuses, on
wlhiich depend the excellence and the dura-
bilitysof our happy system of government.
In the example of other systems, fi.unded
an the'will of the people, we trace to inter-
nal dissentibn the influences which have
#o often-blasted the hopes of the friends of
The sveinl elements which were
strong nnd successful when uuited agains
extebnnl danger, failed in the more diflicult
task of properly-adjusting their own inter-
il orgenization, and thus gave way the
great principleof self-goveroment.” Let us
trust that 1his admonition will never be for-
gotten by the government or the penple of
“the United Sintes; and that the testimony
which aur experience thus fur holds out to
the great human Gunily of the practicability
ainl the blgss ngs of free government will
be i all time to come.
We have but to look at the state of our
agriculturg, mmnufuctures, and dummerce,
and the unexampled increase of our popula-
tion, to feel the magnitude of the trust com-
Never, in any former period
of our history, have we had greater roasih
_ than we now huve, to be thankful to-llivine
Providence for the blessings of health hud
el prospericy.s Every branch of labor’
ge crowned with the most abundant re-
rds: in every elementof national resour-
_cas and wenlth, and of i
we witness the most rapi
ments, With no interruptions tothis pleas-
pect at home, which will not vield
pirit of barmony and good will that
so atrikingly pervades the mass of the peo-
ple in every quarter, amidst all the diversity
+ of interest and pursuits to which they are
attached: and with no cause of solicitude in
eftard to our external affaigs, which will not,
it ig hopnd, disagpear bemre the principles
ol smple justiw and the forbearance that
wark our intercourse with foreign powers—
we have every reason to feel proud of our
beloved country,
"I'he general state of our Forcign Rola-
tions hus not materially ebanged since my
lost annunl message,
In the settloment of the question of the
Northeastern boundary, litle progress has
Great Britain bos declined ac-
ition of the United
States, presented in nccordance with the
resolution of the Senate, unl
conditions were admitted, wh
wcompatible with & sansfuctory and right-
ful adjustment of the controversy. Waiting
for some distinct proposal from the govern-
ment of Great Britnin, which has been invi-
repeat the expression of my

with the strong mutunl dis-

tion which | believe n:lim, 1o make a
Bt arrangement, this perplexing question

ﬁhhnl:fﬂed with a dup::igard %o the well
grounded pretensions and pacific policy of
all the parties to it. “Events are frequently
oczurring oo the Northeostern frontier, of
u charucter to-impress upon all the neces-
definitive termination
of ‘the discontent, This consideration, ad-
the desire common to both, to relieve
rolations so happil

een tho tweo atries from all

and the apportion-

Yet, in propor-

rald with t

i

ortivest const ol

ividual eomfort,
solid improve-

Eﬁz?qg'wlhe

ted, I can onl

vessels ol Holland

sity of a speedy

I and friendly

ister 4o the Unites!

bt » the United States,
l ware ms to % Glu.li
and powerful induumn:mnid out to the
citizens of the United Sta

ns have beon givenlo the district

bors, | nication addressed, '

atlorneys of the United Sites, whore'todi [ States, it which i
cations wurfanted il, t0 prosccute, without | by thg comlitution to lay beofore that body
respoct to persans, all who might sttempt to
violate the obligntions of our neutrality;
while, at the =ame time, it hos been thought
necessary o apprize the Government of

Mexico thut we should require the integrity

by both parties.

and New Grenndo, constant ssurances are

trg with the Governmnents 1o which they are
severally nceredited. With these govern-
ments upon which our eitizens have valid
an'd mecumulating claims, searcely an nd-
vance towards a settlement of them is made,
owing mainly to their distracted state, or to
the pressure of imperative domestic ques-
tions, Our putience has been, and will
probably be still further severely tried; bul
our fellow-citizens whose interests are in-

ually, ample retribution,

hemisphere are self-tormented by demestig
dissensions. Revolution succeeds revol

is erected to justify expectutions of redress,
Ministers are sent and received, and betore
the discussions of past injuries are fairly

ly new injuries nre added (o the old, to be
discussed wogetiier, with the éxisting Gov-
ernment, atier it has proved its ability to
sustnin the assaults mude upon if, or with
s successor, if overthrown. If=this un-
happy condition of things continues muach
longer, other nations will be underthe pain-
ful necessity of deciding whother justice o
their soffering citizons does not require a
prompt redress of injuries by their own
power, withoot waiting for theestalilishmon:
of' & Govornment competsnt and enduring

for them.

[ regret to infurm you, still withheld.

tempt8d to be justified.

Bhe bud effects of these protracted an

that the President’s
ments, but tothe of

.

<
-

t was enjoined vpon his

information of the state of the Union, com-
prehending its foreign ss well as domestic
relations; and that if; jn the discharge of |
this duty, he fels it incombent upon byn o
summon the attention of Congress, in due
lime, to what might be the passible conse-
quences of existing difficulties with any
fureign Government, he might fnirly be sup-
posed to do so, under & sense of what was
due from bim in a fwok communication with
unother branch of hix own Government,
and not from any wtention of holding a men-
ace aver a fureignpower. The views ta-
him recefed my approbation, the
Governnpnl was satisfied, and the
negociation was continued. It terminated
in_ the treaty of July 4, 1831, recognizing
cluims, in part, and promi-
sing payment o the amountof twenty-five
willions of franes, in six anitual instalments.
The ralification of this irealy were ex-
Washington, on the 24 of Fel:-
), and in five days thereafler it
re Uongress, who immediately

ol our territory to be serupukously respected

From our diplomatic agents in Brazil,
Chili; Peru, Central America, Yenezula,

recei\?d of the continued good understand-

the justice of

volved may confide m the determination of
the Government to ebtain for thom, eVl

Unfortunately, many of the nations of this | ps

tion, injuries are committed upon foreigne been'sol
ergnged in lawful pursuits, moeh time elap- of the French,
ses before a Government sufliciently stable [ are ceriainly not mere ma

of which the tuuhﬂa
We, spproving

begun, fresh troubles arise; but too frequent- eonts

hove convention,

'oursclves, as

od, ratified, and coulirn-
"hy thebe present, signed by our
hand, wa do aceept, approve, ra
firm it; promising on the faith a
King, to observe it, and tocause it to be ob-
seved inviolably, without ever contravening
it, or suffering it to be contravened directly
or indirectly, forany cavse, or under any
pretence whatever, !

Official infurmation of the exchange of rat-
ifications of the United Statés reached Par-
is whilst tho Chambers were in sossion.—
‘The extrordinary, and to us injurious de-
lays of :ie French Ggyerament, in theyw
action upen the subject of its fulfilment,

tify, and con-

enough to discuss and w muke satisfaction

Since the last session of Congress, the
validity of ourclaims upon France, as liqui-

Number 47,

sponsib

municating wih them upon the subject.

The expectations justly founded upon the
promises thus solemnly made to this Gov-
erniment by that of France, were not real-

e d

The French Chambers met on the 3lst
of July 1881, soun after the eléction; and
although our Minister in Paris urged the

Freach Ministry to bring the subject before

them, they declined doing so. He next in-

sisted' thatthe Chambers if proruuged with-

out acting on the sufject, should be reas-
sembBled atu period so carly that their ac-
tion om the treaty might be nin Wash-

ington prior to the meeting of Congress,

This reasonable request was not only de-

clined, but the Chambers were prorougel

- | to the 28th of Decombes, a day so late

their decision, however urgenily pressed,
could not in all probability, be ebtaived in
time o reach Wushineton belore the neces-
sary adjournment of Congress by the Con-
stitution. The reasons given by the Min-
istry for refusing to convoke the Chambers
it an earlier period, were aflerwards shown
not to be insuperable, by their actual con-
vocation on the 1st of Decewmber, undern
speciul call, for domestic purposes—which
Fuet however, did aot become known to this
Government until after the commencement

of the lust session of Congress.

Thus disappointed in our just expectations
it became my imperative duty to cunsull
with Congress in.regard to the expediency
of a resort to retalintory mensures, in cose
the stipulutions of the treaty should not be
speedily complied with; and to recommend
such as, in my judgment, the occasion cal-
led for. Tothis end, an unreserved come-
munication of the case, in all its aspects,

— N —— __—_.-_Ew
the obje~t; and he was understood, and 0] o ned nt to idont 2 :
f_‘l[lﬂfsil}' infurmed by this governmentat ttn':l ped . I:E'
time, o enguge, that the queltim rhnqld be
pressed to a decision ot & period sufficiently
earl$ to permit information of the result to
be communicated to Congress at the com-
mencement of their ncuiwalim;d Rﬁ}'ing
upon these assurances, [ incur re-
8 i*}',grutul regarded it to be, of
suffering Congress to separate without com-

ative moasires
in regard to the state JFafliim botwesn the
Uniled Stites and France, and no action
on the subject had occurced in the House of
Represcatntives,  These fie's ware knowa
in Paris prior o the 28th of ”lﬁi’z‘lm
when the committee, to whom 1he
demwification had bewn referred, reporied
it to the Chambers of Deputies,  That come
mittee substantially re-eclioad tha senti-
mﬂn!eﬁ the Mioistry, declared that Con-
gress had set aside the itiom of the
Presifent, and roctmcn&dm
the bill without any other restriction than
!lmnrigiunlly proposed. Thus was it knows
o the rs, that

rench Ministry and
if the position assumed by them,
bad been so frequently and sol
nounced as the only one computible w
bhnnor" ui'e!c‘l'runce, wu; mﬂﬂﬂ&aﬂ,ﬁ the
ill pnssed us originally proposed, the mon-
ey viould be pai nm{lzen would bean
end ol'this unlortunate conlroversy. -
Butibis sbeoring prospoct was suon das-
tbr;f'od ltg!m nmend;uraeul introduced into ﬁ'::
at the moment of it ! i
that the money should u&.‘;:g." ml' the
French Government had received satisfac-
tory expli.nstions of the President’s e
of the 2d December, 1834, aind what is still
more extraordinary, the Prosi of the
Council of Ministers, adopted this” smend-
ment, and consented to its incorporation in
the bill. In regued to & supposed insnlt
which had been formerly resented by the
recall of their Minister, and the offer of
passports to ours, they now, for the first time,
proposed W ask explanations, Sentiments
and proposttions, which they hnd declared
could not justly be impnted to the Govern-
ment or People of the United States, are set
upas ohstacles to the performance of an act
of conceded justice to that Govornment and
People. They hod declared that the honor
ol France required the (ulfilment of the en-
gagement into which the King had entered,
unless Congress adopted the recommentla-
tims of the message. They ascertained
that Congress did not adopt them, adgt
thei Iment is refused, ugless they first

became indispensable, To have shrunk, | obtaity from the President explanations of

have been he
nnd 1 have no

duted by the treaty of 1834, has been ac-
knowledged by both branehes of her Ligis-
lature, nnd the mmey has been appropris-
ted for their dischirgo; but the payneat is;

sre stated in” Congress,
sposition 1o enlarge upon
It is sufficient to observe that
the then pending session was allowed to
expire without cyen nn offort to_obtaiu the
sary appropriations: that the two suc,
g ones wore Lkewise siffepd to
puss without any thing like a sdyii
tempt to obtain a decision upon the Fuljpct
und that it was not until the fourth seé¥tn,
almost three yeurs ufter the: conclugion of
the treaty, and more than two yeirs after
the exchange of ratifications, that the bill for

of the troaty was pressed to

In the mean time, the Government of the
United States, having full confidence thata
treaty entered into and 8o solemnly ratified
by the French King, would -be executed in
goodffuith, and not doubting that provision
would be made for the first instalment, which
was to become due on the second diy of Feb-
runry, 1883, negocinted a drulf for the
smouut through the Bank of the United
Stntes, When thix draft was presented by
the holder, with the epedentials required by
the treaty to nuthorize him to receive the
money, the Government of France ullowed
In addition to the injury
yment of the money b
to her engagement, the United
States were exposed to a heavy elaim on
the part of the Bank, under the pretence of
damages in satisfaction of which that insti-

, and still retning, an g-
the public moneys. Con-
gress wis in session when the decision of
the chambers reached Waghington—und an
immediate commupieation of this a
ly finnl deeision of France not to
stipalations of the treaty, was the course nal-
urally tobe expected from the president.
of dissatisfuction” which per-
10 correspotl:

A brief recapitilowon of the most impor-
tant mcidents in this protracled contro-
versy, wiil show how utterly untenable are
the grounds upon which this course is ut-

On entering upon the duties of my station

[ found the United States nn unsuccessiul
upplicant (o the justice of France, for the
satisfoction of claime, the validity of which
was never questionable, and has now been
most solemnly admitted by Franee herill.
The antiquity of these claims, their high
Justice, and the oggravating circumstances
out of which they arose, nre too familiar to
the American peopleto require aeseri - ion.
It is sufiicient to sy that, for a period of fen
yewrs nnd vpwards, our commerce was, with
but little interraplion, the sulject of constant
agaressions on the part of France—nggres-
gionz, the ordinupy fontures of which were
condemnelions of vessulsand cargoes un-
der arbitrary decrees, adopted in coutraven-
tion, as well of the laws of nations as of
treaty stipulations, buraings on the high
seas, nnd seizures und confiscations, under
specinl imperinl reseripls, in the ports of
uther nations occupicd by the armies, or un-
der the control of Franee. Such, 18 now
cunceded, is the character of the wrongswe
suflered —wrongs, in inany cases, so flagrant,
that even their authors never denied our
right to reparation. Of the extent of these
injuries, some conception may be formed
from the [act, that uller the burning of a
Targe nmount ut sea, and the necessary de-
terioration, in other cases, by long deten-
tion, the  American property o seized and
sacrificed at forced sales, excluding what
was adjudged to peiateers, before or with-
out condemuation, brought into the Freuch
trensury upwards of twenty-four millions
of francs, besides large custom-house duties,
The subject had already been an affuir of
twenty years' udinterrupted nsgociation,
except fur a short time, when France was
overwhelimed by the military power of uni-
ted Burope.  During this period, whilst oth-
er nativns were extorting from her payment
of tho clwims at the pemtof the bayonet,
the United States intermitted their demand,
for justice, out of respect w the oppressed
condttion of u gallunt people, to whorg they | Surances upon that ould i
folt under obligations for fraternal assistance | 8equit mysolf of the responsibility to be in-
in theirown days of sufloring and ofrfil.
(111 e

tution selzed
qual amount

vaded the public mind,
dent excitement produced in Congress by
only a general knowledge of the result, ren-
dered it wove than probable, that u resort to
immeiliate mensures of redress wouldibe the
consequenee of calling the atiention of that
body to the subject. Sincerely desirus of
 pacific relations which had
between the two countries,

to avoid this eourse, i1 could
that by doing so, neither the
intarest nowthe honar of my country would
be compromitted. Without the fullest as-
int I.coulil not hope to

curred, in suffering Congress o adjourn
the subject before them.
vailing discussions, as well upon our rels- by me were belioved w be
tions with France as upon our national char- | of that eharacter,

ncter, were obvious; und the line of duty selings pr d in U
was to my mind equally so. This was cith- | States by the nows of the rejoction of" the
er to insist upon the adjustinentofour elamis
within a reusonable period, or to abandon I i e, orseen
them altogethor. 1 could not doubt, that|the French Govercment, and promipt
by this course, the interests and honour of | sures were ttken by it to prevent the conse-
both counries would be best consulted.—
Instrictions were therefure given in this
spigjd to the Mgnister sont out once more o
dm ttm Upon the meeting: of

That the feclings produced in the United

intion, would be such ns T huve des-

them to have boep, was forseen by

King, in person; expressod
regret at the decision of the Chumbers,
promised o send; forthwith, n aational ship,
Cogress, i Docomber, 1829, | folt it my [ with despatehes 1o his Miniater hore, author- | CNEREY
duty to speak of these claims, and the dolnys
of France in terms caleulated to call the se-
rious altention o(';uh e-;.u‘a‘lﬂm tothe sub-
ject.  The then French Ministry ik ex- ,
coption tothe Messago, on the g of ity |l ship:
containing a meuace, which & was

not agreeable to the I smnm
negotmie. 'l'hlm“:har, his
own accord refuted bl:ommm; which
was utle o be put upon the mes-
suge, o the sume time, cnlled, to| French
the recollection of the  Fronch Ministry,

such nssupances g vould
veramen ud'-hnplod’l;
';f.uwmﬁ
Creeery .
Claiming to aet under the | Ul
authority derived (rom them, he 5 o' this |
Governmenly i the fame of

in I'I'l.l'l.ki!‘lg it, from snymg sll that was neces- | gpn upiniun characteriged b, themsclves as

hud Leen suspended,

lustrate her justice.

to refer with some particularty, to

The Minister of Finance, in his openi
speech, ulluded to the measures whi

United Butes were responsible, and that

Having in this manner vindicated the
dignity of France, they next proceed to il-| Washington, and the first President Adama,
%‘olhis end, a bill was | inMhe performance of their duties to the A-
immedintely introduced into the Chamber | merican people foll under the animady grsion
of Deputies, proposing tomake the eppropri- | of the French Directory, The ol
atigns necessary w0 carry iuto effect the | ken by the Ministry of Charles.
troaty. As this bill sobsequently passed | pwved by the explanations mode
into a law, (e provision of which now con- | Minister upon the spot, has alrendy  been
stitute the main subject of difficalty between | adverted to. When it wis undérstoad th
the two nations, it become my duty, in or- | the M nistry of the present Kin
der to place the subject bafire you ina clear | ception W my message of fist yea
light, 1o trace the history of its p-mg:, and | o mﬁmuﬁ: it which was d
pro- | op its face, our late Minister at
cecdings snd discossions in regurd toit. | swer to the fote W first

had beon adopted to resent the supposed in-
dignity, and recommended the execution of | of January, 1835, caleulated to, re
the treaty os a measure required fur the hio- | jinpressions which an unreasons
of the Ministry, declired the mossuge, L of the
fmmmﬁ'wmsu ;mﬂnn-nf '
Conygress,a more expression porson- ny intent
ul opinion nﬁh'mﬂut for which noithe | nce—le declared that it |
or the' Government nor the People of the | intended tq contain, nd ch
meat fond beon entbred iy for-the | d ol
fultilment of which the honor of France was
L mu‘ qu the toa!ahul'a.

sry to iis corvect ugderstanding, 23d thy | personal and impertive.
the trath would jusiify for fear of giving of-
fence o others, ¥ould bave been unworlhy |10 mensce or insult the Government &f
ofus: T have g, on the other hand, | France, is as unfounded as the attempt fo
single step further, fit the purpose of woun- | extort from the fears of that nation what her
ding the pude of n Government and People | scnse of justice may deny®would be suin
with whom we had so many motives for cul- | ynd ridictlogs.  But the Constitution of the
tivating relations of amity and reciprocal | United States imposes on the Presideng tho
advantage, would have been unwise and|duty of laying before mwmm&m
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